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1- INTRODUCTION 


One of the most important ways to prevent economic crimes is to make the economic system transparent 
and to institutionalize the issue of transparency. There have been many and varied definitions of transparency, 
which is the result of the taste, understanding and expertise of the providers of the definitions. Because 
transparency has been considered in various political, economic and administrative matters by researchers, and 
each of these scientists has defined this principle based on their expertise and field of study. Transparency in this 
article means economic and financial transparency in its different dimensions. As one of the most important issues 
in the world's economic environment is the transparency of information. Assets and information of people, 
companies, capitalists, statesmen, various economic actors, including merchants and manufacturers, information 
on land and housing, domestic production, and the amount and items of import and export are all at the disposal 
of governments. With this information, governments are able to plan economically and control the economy, or 
in the other word govern. The principle of transparency plays a key and fundamental role in the prevention of 
economic crimes, and in fact, it is one of the examples of situational and postural preventive measures that cause 
the grounds for committing crimes to disappear or decrease. 


2- PURPOSE 


Transparency and information, processes, issues and subject's disclosure regardless of whether the system 
of investigation and follow-up of regulatory and judicial institutions is focused on it or not, have strengthened the 
sense of being seen and being monitored in the custodians and supervisors of different positions of the governance 
system and The improvement of decision-making processes, the strengthening of disciplinary mechanisms, and 
the prevention of violations and crimes will be accomplished automatically and in this regard, it is consider as one 
of the significant solutions to prevent corruption and inefficiency. The main question of this article is what is the 
role and contribution of transparency in the prevention of economic crimes and whether this approach is efficient 
and effective in Iran's economic and criminal justice system. 


In light of the main question of research, the mechanisms and functions of transparency in preventing economic 
crimes have been studied. It is worth mentioning that in this article, special attention has been paid to corporate 
crimes as one of the obvious examples of economic crimes. 
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3- METHODOLOGY 


This article will examine and analyze the role of transparency in preventing economic crimes through an 
interpretive analytical method. Referring to foreign and Persian books and articles, laws, regulations, bills and 
international documents, as well as referring to electronic resources and using computerized research, have been 
tools for gathering information. 


4- FINDINGS 


According to the definitions presented and the examination of various domestic and foreign sources, it 
seems that transparency in economic and commercial affairs should be defined as follows: Extensive access to 
pertinent and reliable information about periodic performance, financial position, investment opportunities, 
corporate governance, and subsidiary risk in such a way that firstly, commercial companies should be obliged to 
disclose and clarify information and make it available to all stakeholders, according to applicable laws, and 
secondly, this disclosure of information should facilitate the process of evaluating the performance of companies 
and their accountability. Thus, in this definition and other definitions provided, transparency is completely 
intertwined with information disclosure, so that it can be said that the common denominator of all definitions of 
transparency is the quality of output information. In this regard, some experts have openly admitted that the exact 
meaning of the two mentioned terms (transparency and disclosure of information) is not very clear in the existing 
literature, and therefore, there is no clear distinction between the two. The findings indicate that improving this 
index will reduce the chances of committing crimes and will lead to Public monitoring and trust in the government 
and will strengthen the participation of all (people and the government) to confront corruption. The principle of 
transparency plays a crucial and effective role in preventing economic crimes, as previously mentioned, in other 
words transparency stands out among all the models presented to deal with corruption. This prominence is so 
substantial that in all the sources and literature of this field, transparency is considered to be the most powerful 
enemy of corruption and a key element to ensure the success of anti-corruption strategies and investigations, have 
been implemented. Situational prevention of economic crimes is based on the main model of this type of 
prevention, which is, preventing the formation of suitable situations and opportunities for criminals. Therefore, if 
significant information related to the issues that lead to the perpetration of such crimes are made available to the 
public, the chances of committing a crime will be practically eliminated. In this way, the component of 
accountability is related to access to information and in interaction with transparency, so that on the one hand, 
transparency leads to accountability, and on the other hand, one of the mechanisms of establishing transparency 
is the obligation to respond. Therefore, transparency establishes and strengthens the rule of law, which is an 
essential tool for equal and fair economic competition and ultimately leads to the reduction of economic crimes. 
As "Max Weber" also believes, in a society where there is a possibility of competition, the rule of general laws is 
necessary, because it is assumed that such a society consists of a large number of investors who, are more or less 
equals in terms of economic power. Transparency in commercial and economic affairs does not arise by itself, but 
measures are necessary to be taken place in order to achieve the context of its creation and establishment. In this 
regard, tools and methods can be exploited to create transparency. That is to say, establishing the principle of 
transparency as one of the beneficial tools to prevent economic crimes requires the existence of mechanisms, the 
most important of which are the elimination of conflicts of personal and professional interests, the obligation to 
declare property and assets, and the creation of a financial intelligence unit. Conflict of interest is considered as 
one of the situational measures in this sense that since it is about people who have passed their stages of growth 
and socialization, therefore the application of social prevention measures cannot be justified in their case. To 
resolve conflicts of interest, the focus should be on the victim and the circumstances that contributed to the crime, 
rather than on the individual and their inner characteristics means by applying preventive measures, we will 
remove the attraction of committing economic crimes and limit the opportunities to perpetrate crimes. This 
statement implies that conflicts of interest can be resolved through situational and postural solutions. The 
obligation to declare the properties and assets of officials and high-ranking employees is one of the methods of 
preventing economic corruption and the criterion for increasing the level of accountability. This is also foreseen 
in Article 8 of the United Nations Convention against Corruption. In domestic law, principle 142 of the 
Constitution and Article 1 of the law related to dealing with the assets of ministers and government employees, 
both national and military, municipalities and their affiliated institutions, approved in 1337, deal with this issue. 
In the past few years, efforts have been made to pass a law on this issue by the parliament and the government. 
Including the bill to deal with the property of the officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran system enacted in 1386, 
which was approved by the parliament, but it faced objections from the Guardian Council and was referred to the 
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Expediency Discernment Council and finally in 1394 with amendments by the expediency council was approved 
and notified. The preventive function of creating a financial information unit is to enable the General economic 
activists to access the financial information of commercial companies as well as the financial information of the 
government, as one of the critical components of financial transparency. In this regard, the comprehensiveness of 
the information, its relevance and quality, as well as the requirement to publish them, are of great importance. The 
preventive role of creating a financial intelligence unit is to the extent that it is mentioned in Article 58 of the Law 
of Accession of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption approved in 1387.This article stipulates as follows: "States Parties shall cooperate with one another 
for the purpose of preventing and combating the transfer of proceeds of offences established in accordance with 
this Convention and of promoting ways and means of recovering such proceeds and, to that end, shall consider 
establishing a financial intelligence unit to be responsible for receiving, analyzing and disseminating to the 
competent authorities reports of suspicious financial transactions.” Also, in Article 7 of the Anti-Smuggling of 
Goods and Currency Law approved in 1392, the legislator has assigned duties to the relevant institutions in order 
to prevent and control the market of illegal currency exchanges. One of these requirements, which is aimed at 
clarifying foreign exchange activities, is to create a financial intelligence unit for exchanges and monitor and 
evaluate their activities. 


5- CONCLUSION 


The role of transparency in the prevention of economic crimes is very Essential and undeniable, however, 
there are obstacles that need to be taken into account such as the issue of protecting trade secrets or sanctions, 
which is very evident in Iran's economic system. The conflict between the principle of transparency and the 
principle of protecting trade secrets is similar to the conflict between two models of fair trial and the criminal 
model. It is also feasible to take a differential approach, with the guiding principles being confidentiality in certain 
situations and transparency in others. Although, transparency should be the principle in all economic matters, we 
should not ignore the fact that in some commercial matters, in order to preserve the intellectual rights of creators 
while also observing commercial justice (such as preserving trademarks or industrial and manufacturing 
formulas), the principle must be based on keep secrets. In other words, as to combine the two criminal models and 
a fair trial, the laws and judicial procedures of the countries adopt and apply different criminal policies according 
to the typology of criminals, victims, and crimes; for example, against terrorist criminals, economic criminals, or 
globalized crimes, the crime control model means strictness and increasing the authority of the officers, expediting 
trials, determination, and execution punishment,prevails,In contrast to other crimes and criminals, such as 
criminals without a record or juvenile delinquents, criminal policy is justice-oriented; we should also adopt this 
differential approach regarding the principle of transparency and the principle of protecting commercial secrets. 
Undoubtedly, by making the economic environment healthy and eliminating the hidden grounds predisposing to 
crimes that disturb the economic order through the principle of transparency in the economic criminal law, order 
will be established in all layers of the economic system and cases of recourse to the criminal law will decline 
drastically Therefore, the macro approach of the transparency principle results in a sound and stable economic 
environment. As a result, preventing and dealing with economic crimes, particularly corporate crimes, is 
accomplished more effectively. To be more precise society and the economic system can be considered the main 
beneficiaries of observing the principle of transparency in economic relations. In the end, it should also be noted 
that although transparency is considered as an effective and efficient tool for preventing economic crimes, creating 
accountability, greater effectiveness, and establishing economic stability and security, all these can not only be 
achieved through transparency. It means there is always a risk that the government and private companies will be 
negatively affected by excessive transparency. Thus, for more transparency, it is necessary to establish a balance 
based on costs and resources. That is, transparency must be the guiding concept, except in particular and 
exceptional instances, which must be specified by legislation to prevent arbitrary value judgments and abuse. 
However, it appears that there are still many questions and ambiguities about the effects of economic transparency 
on the prevention of economic crimes, particularly in countries like Iran, which is in the midst of a transition 
period and is vulnerable to various forms of abuse and economic rent-seeking. It is important to examine the 
conditions under which greater transparency can bring positive or negative results and it should be done in 
accordance with international standards, drawing on the experiences of nations that have already reached this 
stage, and taking into account Iran's distinctive economic, political, and cultural factors. In this case, it is worth 
noting that due to the economic sanctions imposed on Iran by powerful countries, Iran is forced to take measures 
to bypass these sanctions and it may be argued that in some circumstances, lessening transparency is evitable in 
order to avoid sanctions and save the country's economy. Regardless of the validity of this argument, on the other 
hand, it should be noted that reducing transparency and secrecy under the pretext of circumventing sanctions can 
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provide the basis for rent and become a suitable tool for various economic corruptions. Therefore, the main issue 
is the lack of transparency in the processes of acquiring power and wealth in the country, which are mainly 
dependent on public resources from oil and gas revenues. The way these resources are used and managed is also 
not transparent. The way resources are managed is the main cause of corruption in the country. Therefore, 
sanctions are not the main cause of corruption in the country, but sanctions and circumvention of sanctions have 
been the catalyst for the occurrence of many financial corruptions, including the phenomenon of the famous oil 
billionaire in the country. In other words, it seems that circumventing the sanctions is an excuse by some to cover 
up the great financial corruption in the country's political and administrative system. Stated differently economic 
corruption has always existed in the country; however, following the implementation of oil sanctions, under the 
guise of bypassing the embargoes, the scale of corruption increased dramatically. Some opponents of better foreign 
policy and eliminating sanctions may be motivated by the benefits they have obtained from sanctions, rather than 
ideological reasons. In fact, they are known as "sanction traders". It appears that the above viewpoint is correct. 
Because the reality is that the subject of sanctions has offered a cover for more secrecy and has become an excuse 
to justify corruption for some people. In the past few years. Economic sanctions, especially oil sanctions, have 
generated significantly great opportunity for individuals who entered these industries to make a profit. Therefore, 
sanctions have provided more opportunities and incentives for economic crimes. It is evident that the more 
transparent the country's economic and commercial environment is, with little room for secrecy, the opportunities 
for committing economic crimes will decline. Thus, it seems that we should not reduce transparency in the 
economic environment under the pretext of circumventing sanction, Because doing so does not preserve the 
country's economy, but it is regarded as a remedy worse than disease means creates ideal conditions and 
opportunities for committing economic crimes. The issue of transparency should not be neglected or disregarded 
due to problems such as sanctions and... In light of the aforementioned, this article has investigated and 
acknowledged the role of transparency as one of the situational or postural preventative strategies to lower the 
likelihood of committing economic crimes. And the author believes that the strengthening of this element in the 
system and commercial relations is not only risky but also plays fundamental role in reducing or eliminating 
criminal prospects, and of course, some special conditions and examples that require a lack of transparency should 
be limited and in line with the principle of necessity. 


Keywords: The principle of transparency, Economic crimes, Iran's economic system, Situational prevention, 
corporate crimes. 
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